2019 Annual Report
Principal’s Comment
It is my pleasure to present the 2019 Broome North PS School Report. The
report’s purpose is to give parents and community members a clear sense
of how our students are progressing against the targets contained in our
2018-2020 Business Plan. I trust you will find it informative and that it helps
you to better understand the school’s operations.
Leon Wilson | Principal | Broome North Primary School

School Overview
Broome North Primary School is an Independent Public School that caters
for children from Kindergarten to Year 6. The school opened in 2015 and is
a modern facility located on Yawuru land in the coastal town of Broome,
part of Western Australia's stunning Kimberley region. In Term 4 of 2019
the school had an enrolment of 315 students, 30% of whom identified as
indigenous.
Our school staff are committed to building positive relationships, with the
motivation to pursue excellence. Staff employ evidence-based strategies
within a defined whole-school approach to maximise the effect they have
on student learning. In addition, we aim to deliver the highest standards of
pastoral care and support services in order to enable our students to
thrive.
The school embraces all members of our community and strives to
maintain a nurturing and welcoming environment that promotes
community partnerships. Our parents, School Board and P&C are integral
to our school community, and together we are committed to providing the
best for our students.
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From the School Board Chair
I see you. The hard working parents and carers, using your lunch
break to pick up your children from school, or picking them up
from afterschool care. The little ones running up and throwing
their arms around you, with a joyful smile.
I see you. The hard working teachers, pouring your heart and
soul and intelligence and years of intense training into the
children in your care. Dividing yourselves between so many
needs, balancing academic and emotional needs, excelling in
your profession for the benefit of our future generations.
I see you. Our administration staff, putting in the long hours, juggling a hundred things at once, keeping our school
emotionally, financially, physically and operationally thriving.
I see you. Our students. Fresh into the world, growing socially and intellectually, becoming your own people equipped
with the knowledge and skills you need to succeed in life.
Together, we have achieved something to be so proud of. Together, working as an extensive team, we have all
achieved our school’s vision: to provide a supportive and inspiring learning environment where students are
empowered to achieve their personal best and where they grow to become respectful, responsible and resilient
members of our community.
You are responsible for this success. All of you. And your success is reflected in the plethora of highlights and fantastic
academic results presented in this Annual Report. As you read, please reflect upon how you – by participating in our
school community – had a role in this wonderful 2019 outcome.
There are some special acknowledgements due. Firstly, it is with deep sadness that in 2019 we lost Stephen “Baamba”
Albert, who passed away in November. Baamba was our Board’s inaugural community representative from 2015 to
2018, and came to us with more-than-40 years’ experience of strategic levelled improvements in education for
Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people, including his role as inaugural chair for the National Aboriginal Education
Committee throughout the 1970s, his role in establishing the WA Aboriginal Education Consultative Group, his work
in establishing bilingual programs, and his role in establishing 0-3 early learning programs in Broome schools. We were
very fortunate to have such an outstanding representative as part of our school board, and Baamba’s contribution,
knowledge and unique perspective will forever be remembered and cherished.
Secondly, I would like to thank our Principal Leon Wilson for leading our school with such an extraordinary level of
professionalism, skill and heart, and to our Acting Principal Ash Vagh for capably holding the fort while Leon took long
service leave to travel abroad with his family.
And finally, thank you also to our P&C who again this year took our breath away with their abundant generosity,
creativity and excellent organisational skills as they raised funds to
improve our school and brought us together as one thriving school
community, empowering and supporting everyone to play a role in
helping to steer the magnificent ship that is BNPS.
It is my honour to endorse the 2019 Broome North Primary School
Annual Report and thank all of you for your contribution to a
successful year for our school.
Ms Fiona West | School Board Chair

2019 Highlights
 NAIDOC Week was a huge success at Broome North PS as we celebrated
Aboriginal culture with our community. We kicked off on Monday with our
whole-school opening ceremony and Welcome to Country. Throughout the
week students went on excursions to Nyamba Buru Yawuru and Minyirr Park,
and also participated in painting, cooking and our big NAIDOC Week assembly.
 We were pleased to become a member of the Kimberley Schools Project and
benefited from their robust professional learning program for staff. The
partnership also enabled us to offer a fantastic play and learn program for 0-3
year old children on two mornings a week.
 The choir were selected to perform in Madama Butterfly with the prestigious
Opera Australia under the stars at Sun Pictures. It was a magical evening!
 Students showcased their athletic talents at a range of sporting events, including
House and interschool swimming, House and interschool athletics, the Derby
football and netball trip, and Garnduwa Basketball Carnival.
 The school hosted a reflective ANZAC day service on the green in front of the
flag poles. In addition, student leaders represented the school with distinction
at the town dawn service at Bedford Park during the Term 1 holidays.
 Our end-of-year concert extravaganza was held for the first time on school
grounds and was an amazing success. The students were sensational as they
performed to a selection of classic Australian songs in front of a huge crowd.
Once again, the staff video item was especially popular!
 Broome North PS students shone in the year’s academic competitions, winning
two divisions at the interschool Spelling Bee and all three divisions at the
Interschool Mathematics Competition.
 Multiple other events occurred throughout the year including Harmony Day,
Book Week parade, Father’s Day breakfast, Mother’s Day afternoon, Colour Fun
Run, Art Exhibition, and Daffodil Day to name but a few.
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Dux
Thomas Billingham
Citizenship
Kalliesha Shadforth
Endeavour
Katie Pinker
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Physical Education
Phillip Pigram
Woodside Science Award
Jesse Ash
Emma Irvine

Student Outcomes: National Assessment Program
Target 1: Students’ achievement in NAPLAN Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and
Punctuation, and Numeracy is at or above the expected range relative to ICSEA.

Score:

9/10

The table below displays the relative achievement of Broome North PS students across the 10 NAPLAN assessment
domains in Years 3 and 5. Achievement in each domain is expressed as a standard deviation (SD) from the expected
mean scaled score based on the school’s Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA), where:
Below expected
Less than -1.0

Below expected
-1.0 to -0.5

As expected
-0.5 to 0.5

Above expected
0.5 to 1.0

Above expected
More than 1.0

The mean absolute achievement scores for the school (shown second, in the coloured box) and state (shown third, in
the white box) are also included. In 2019 the school’s ICSEA was 955, which is in the 7th decile of Western Australian
public schools.

Year 3

Numeracy

Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
Punctuation

1.6

0.8

0.7

-0.1

0.7

410

414

409

384

420

401

421

416

407

429

1.2

1.2

-0.9

1.5

0.9

473

485

440

483

474

486

497

467

495

491

Year 5

1
The school was thrilled to be above the expected score in 8 of the 10 domains (dark green and light green), and at the
expected range in another (vanilla). The results stand out as the best in our school’s short history.
Numeracy results in Years 3 and 5 were particularly strong, with both Year 3 and 5 students outperforming the
expected score by over 1 standard deviation. Similarly, results in Reading and Grammar & Punctuation were above
expectations in both year levels.
The only domain that we did not meet our target was Year 5 Writing. It is important to note that across Australia there
were widespread technical issues with Australian Curriculum and Reporting Authority’s (ACARA’s) online platform. At
Broome North PS, 24 of the 28 students experienced a disruption during the assessment, and the average amount of
time lost was 3 minutes and 6 seconds per student. As per ACARA’s advice, we will be interpreting this result with care,
particularly when students performed so strongly in the related domains of Spelling and Grammar & Punctuation.
Improvements to the school’s teaching and learning program are the most likely reason for the strong results. All
classes are employing Daily Reviews in English and Mathematics with teachers reporting that they believe students
are retaining information in their long-term memory more effectively. All classes are using a consistent set of student
engagement norms to ensure students are supported to actively participate in their learning. The introduction of
Spelling Mastery, a more directed program commonly used by highly-performing WA public schools that emphasises
a morphographic approach to spelling, has also benefited our students, as evidenced by the Year 5 Spelling result. The
school is confident that these whole-school approaches will ensure a continued upward trajectory of results into 2020.

Student Outcomes: National Assessment Program
Target 2: The mean progress of our Year 3 to 5 stable cohort in all NAPLAN domains is
above that of WA public schools.

Score:

4/5

This table shows the mean progress of our Year 3 to 5 stable cohort from 2017 to 2019. The stable cohort is defined
as those students who participated in both Year 3 NAPLAN and Year 5 NAPLAN at Broome North PS:

Number of
students in
Stable Cohort

Broome North PS
Stable Cohort
Progress

WA Public
Schools Mean
Progress

Difference

Target Met?

Numeracy

12

109

86

23

Yes

Reading

12

109

82

27

No

Writing

12

45

61

-16

No

Spelling

12

118

89

29

Yes

Grammar

12

79

70

9

No

The progress of the students in the Broome North PS stable cohort was stronger than the WA public schools mean in
4 domains. Impressively, the results in Numeracy, Reading and Spelling exceeded the state means by at least 23 points.
This is equivalent to our students making an extra 6 months of progress in a two-year period! In these domains the
evidence is clear: students who attend Broome North PS for the two years between NAPLAN assessments make
considerably higher progress than the average Western Australian student.
The one domain that we did not meet the target in was Writing. The commentary offered on the previous page applies
equally here: we will be interpreting this result with care, as per ACARA’s advice.

Target 3: A to E grade allocations for English, Maths, Science and Humanities will be at or
above the expected range relative to ICSEA

Score:

4/4

This table shows the grade allocation index for Pre-primary to Year 6 for English, Maths, Science and Humanities.
Grades are assigned numerical values from 5 to 1 (where A = 5) and then the totals are averaged and standardised
against the school’s ICSEA:

2019 Grade Allocations

At or Above Expected
Range?

English

0.00

Yes

Mathematics

0.61

Yes

Science

0.23

Yes

Humanities

0.17

Yes

The results show that teacher assigned grades at Broome North PS were extremely consistent with the expected
ranges in 2019. English, Science and Humanities were very close to the expected range. Mathematics was the highest
score, which correlates with the high Mathematics results in both Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN.

Student Outcomes: Attendance
Target 4: Aboriginal students’ mean attendance rate is higher than both Like schools and
WA public schools.

Score:

2/2

The following chart shows that Broome North PS is ahead of both Like schools and WA public schools when it comes
to getting Aboriginal students to school. In 2019 the mean attendance rate of Broome North PS Aboriginal students
was 86.9%:

Target 5: The proportion of students attending at least 90% of available student days is
at or above the expected range relative to ICSEA

Score:

1/1

This chart shows Broome North PS students’ attendance by category, where green equals regular attendance (90% or
above), blue represents an indicated risk (80-90%), orange equals a moderate risk (60-80%) and red equals severe risk
(below 60%). The white data labels show what proportion of Broome North students are in the green section. 69.4%
in the regular attendance category means we’re 0.47 standard deviations above the expected level based on the
school’s ICSEA.

The school’s overall mean attendance rate in 2019 was 90.8%, slightly below the rate for WA Public Schools (91.6%).

Attitude, Effort and Behaviour
Target 6: The percentage of Consistently and Often ratings in students’ Attitude,
Behaviour and Effort assessments will be above 90%

Score:

2/2

In each semester’s formal report, the attitude, behaviour and effort demonstrated by students is shown using the
following scale: Consistently, Often, Sometimes and Seldom. There are 12 items in the Pre-primary to Year 2 reports
and 8 items in the Year 3 to 6 reports.
The combined Consistently and Often ratings (green and blue together) was 95.6% in Semester 1 and 94.4% in
Semester 2.

Early Childhood Reading and Mathematics
Target 7: The proportion of students above benchmark in Year 1 reading and maths
assessments (PAT-R >80 and PAT-M >94) will increase each year from 2018 to 2020.

Score:

1/2

In November each year, all Year 1 to 6 students complete the Progress Achievement Tests (PAT) for Reading and
Mathematics. Our targets for early years Reading and Mathematics relate to the Year 1 tests, with results as follows:

 In 2018, 45.8% of students met the benchmark for Reading. This increased to 47.7% in 2019, meaning the
target was met.

 In 2018, 62.5% of students met the benchmark for Mathematics. This decreased to 60.5% in 2019, meaning
the target was not met.
Although the score against our target is 1 out of 2, it’s pertinent to note that for each assessment the variation
between years was about 2% each, indicating there was not much difference between the cohorts.
Interestingly, across all PAT domains (Reading and Mathematics for Years 1 to 6) Broome North PS students met or
exceeded the Australian norm sample mean in 9 of the 12 domains. A very impressive result for our students!

Student Transition: Destination Schools
Of the 28 students in this year’s graduating class of Year 6 students, four moved away from Broome with their families
and enrolled in WA public secondary schools for the 2020 school year. Of the remaining 24 students, Broome North
PS was delighted that 21 (87.5%) transitioned to Broome Senior High School for Year 7.

Parents & Citizens Association
2019 P&C OFFICE BEARERS
The P&C stands for the Parents and Citizens Association and we are a group of
committed members who wish to take a more active role in the school
community. Our mission statement is to actively work within the school
community to provide support for the students and staff members. We aim to
provide funding for projects, programs, and other services that directly benefit
the school. Together we support and encourage the school to provide a positive
learning environment where everybody is inspired to be their best and where a
sense of community is encouraged.
In 2019 the P&C had another fantastic year! We were very busy:
We held 2 discos and a movie night, as well as our popular Troppo event.

President
Mrs Belinda McKenzie
Vice President
Mrs Ellen Barrow
Secretary
Mrs Melita Grant
Treasurer
Mrs Jennifer Ward

We sold curries at the School Open night and cakes and lunch at the athletics
carnival and provided catering for meetings.
We ran 2 major raffles, and a Mother’s Day and Father’s Day stall.
The P&C was also responsible for running school banking and our fabulous school canteen throughout the year.
In May this year we held a Busy Bee, where many volunteers worked hard to put together some nature play
equipment for our Year 1 and 2 students.
All of these activities would not be possible without the help of so many people, the school’s wonderful teachers and
staff, Broome North parents, the wider school community, and the many businesses that support us. We are grateful
to everyone who helped the P&C this year by buying raffle tickets, drink bottles, cakes and curries, ordering from the
canteen, volunteering their time, making a donation, and coming to the events that we organise, the support for
these events and fundraising activities is always amazing.
Every little bit it adds up to something big and the P&C has been able to spend $37,000 dollars on resources and
equipment for the school this year.
A special thank you must go to Darrin Lane who runs our canteen and makes the best burgers and wraps in town!
Special thanks also to Simone Eddington who was a regular in the canteen and to Michael Kaufman who coordinated
our school banking.
Our amazing and remarkable P&C members, are the most kind, generous, funny, lovable and hard-working bunch of
people, the P&C contribution to the school is invaluable.
Belinda McKenzie | P&C President

Images from 2019

Above (top to bottom): House swimming carnival; Book Week assembly and parade; House crosscountry; NAIDOC Week opening ceremony; 100 days of school in Pre-primary.
Below (top to bottom): Madama Butterfly performance with Opera Australia; House athletics carnival;
Garnduwa basketball competition; Art exhibition.

Financial Summary – 2019 Revenue

Financial Summary – 2019 Expenditure

Financial Summary – Historical Salary and Cash Expenditure

Note: Student numbers at census were 223 in 2016, 248 in 2017, 291 in 2018 and 297 in 2019.

Financial Summary – Cash Position

